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CHOICES AT 16+

The future of the sixth form continues to generate a great deal of
discussion nationally. In 1981 several local authorities opted for a
solution which effectively removed sixth forms from schools, though some
proposals of this nature were turned down by the Department of Education
and Science. Northamptonshire, in reorganising its schools in 1973 in a
6-9, 9-13, 13-18 pattern, expressed its confidence in the ability of each
Upper School to maintain its own Sixth Form. I heartily support this
concept because to me the Sixth Form is an essential part of the secondary
school.

The Sixth Form itself has changed considerably in the past four
years. Traditionally, mosﬁ@Sixth Forms offered only courses to GCE 'A’
Level. Trinity however has alwavs offered a one or two year Business
Studies course, which has been equally successful. However, 1981 saw two major
innovations locally:

1. After much discussion by headteachers and representatives of the
authority, an agreed scheme of collaboration between Upper Schools
was introduced affecting the teaching of the so-called "minority"
subjects at 'A' Level. Further details are on p.17.

2. In common with some of the other upper schools, a new course was
introduced at Trinity for pupils of average ability, the City and
Guilds Foundation Course.

Further changes lie ahead. It is almost certain that the City and
Guilds course will be extended in scope and offered in collaboration with
the two colleges in Northampton. The main courses availab
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Traditional 2 year courses to "A' Level taken in 3 subjects 6

10 will be offered at the school, with a further 10 or so available

under collaborative arrangements. (Qualification: Higher grade "O"

-.Level pass or.CSF_Grade I j ¢ desired subjects).
S ==

ne year Business Studies course, chE;;;g Typewrit

Office Practice and Commerce. This can be taken to a more advanced
““level over two years ('O' Level or CSE I English desirable, plus
-~ good showing in a range of subjects at '0’ Level /CSE).

3. Courses offered on the basis of three days of general education at
-'school (with the possibility of retaking or starting new "O" Levels

or CSE's) combined with a specialist course taken at either Nene
College or the College of Further Education on the remaining two
days: there are various possibilities from BEC and TEC courses to
City and Guilds Foundation courses. Some work experience is
likely to be included. These courses are a very new idea and
details are still being worked out at time of writing:
Further information will be available before Easter.
(Qualification: Grades 2/4 CSE in a good spread of subjects).

Broadly speaking, the other possibilities open to 16 years olds are

(1) A full-time course at one of the colleges leading to various
vocational or professional qualifications.




(2) Obtaining permanent employment. The difficulties of doing so are
well known; it is estimated that 40% of the age group will be
successful in this compared with 60% two years ago and a much higher
percentage before this,

(3) Registering as unemployed. There are various schemes to provide
temporary employment and/or training for school leavers who are
unsuccessful in obtaining a permanent job, of which the best known is
the Youth Opportunities Programme. These schemes will certainly
be extended and improved in 1982 and provide youngsters with a week;y
wage, if only for a limited period. ‘

It is outside the scope of this booklet to give details of these
possibilities outside the school. However, interested pupils and parents
should read the booklet "16+ Education in Northamptonshire', which is
published in February and will be available at the scngl.

The choice is bewildering. However, all fifth year pupils should
give very serious consideration to the question of staying on at school. The
Sixth Form pupils at Trinity are senior members of a caring community who have
their privileges and responsibilities. A close watch is kept on their v
progress and welfare by staff who know them well and with whom they quickly
develop an easy relationship appropriate to mature young people. It is
possible to give detailed careers advice to each sixth former, whether he
or she is going on to higher education or seeking immediate employment
and to provide each one with a detailed reference based on four or five
years close knowledge. And the gsocial gains of even one year in the
Sixth Form are immense.

D. R. CUMMINGS
Headmaster January 1982

GOING INTO THE SIXTH

Most pupils enter the Sixth Form because it provides them with a chance to
progress academically from either 'O' Levels to 'A' Levels or from CSE to

'0" and 'A' Levels and thus to leave school with better qualifications. But it
also offers young people the opportunity to get to know themselves better and " to
have more time to consider their futures: it gives them a breathing space.

To benefit fully from the Sixth Form the student must have some sensge of purpose
and the determination and self discipline to pursue his/her course to a successful
conclusion. Qualities such as punctuality, good attendance, co-operation and
courtesy, as stressed throughout the school are still as important. Indeed it is
these qualities which will be of interest to prospective employers and interviewing
bodies.

We also see this time as one during which the students develop social skills and
broaden their outlook on the world. It is a time for organising themselves into
interest groups, either social or educational and the democratic factor is of
considerable importance. This is seen in the exchange of ideas at meetings of the
Sixth Form/Staff Council, our twice weekly morning assemblies, and in the work of
the Sixth Form Committee which is r«sponsible for the running of the common room,
coffee and snack bar and the organisation of social and sporting events.

Some students have the opportunity to give useful help to remedial work in the school
working alongside a member of staff and gaining valuable insights. For others we hope -
to arrange Work Experience and Community Service. '

We look to all Sixth Formers to make a positive contribution to furthering the com-
munity spirit of the school and upholding high standards and worthwhile traditions.

R. WILLIAMS
Head of Sixth Form




ONE-YEAR COURSES

Many young people are now considering the value of a one-year course in the
sixth form.

Trinity will be working together with other Upper Schools and the colleges
in Northampton to provide a variety of suitable courses. The planning for
these courses are still taking place as this is written, but it is likely th
you could do one of the following courses:-

1.

A one-year course in Busiress Studies

This course can lead to R5A examinations in shorthand and typewriting,
and includes work on office practice, communication skills and
commerce. It has proved very successful and popular.

An employment-related course

Examples of the kinds of employment would be: engineering, community
care, distributive industries (shop, warehouse work), catering.

These courses will probably involve 3 days per week of extended educatior
at school and 2 days per week of specialist training at the College of
Further Education or Nene College.

The qualifications at the end of these courses will probably be either
City and Guilds Foundation Certificates, Business Education Council
(B.E,C.) or Technical Education Council (T.E.C.) Certificates. It

may be possible for some students to study at school for additional
examinations, for example English or Maths 'O’ levels or C.E.E.
(Certificate of Extended Education).

These courses will give you the chance -

1. to gain in maturity and self-confidence

2. to further your general education, particularly d2veloping skill;
you will need when you leave school.

3. to gain more information and experience which will help you to
think more constructively about your career objectives.

P. MILLER

Senior Teacher




MATHEMATICS

students in t 6th Form. There are several brancheg’available, namely (i)
Statistics (ii)‘ e and Advanced Mathematics (iii)/Computer Science, all of
which are taken to Aduvanced Level. At the end of/{he first year in the 6th
form, each of these 'A'Tﬁxgl students sgits eithe{ for '0' Level or A/0 level

in that subject. Also theré-is a one year coufse for the Certificate of
classes for those who wish to

Matheméz?bs* in one form or another, is studied by jggyf\one half of the

‘‘‘‘‘‘‘

Extended Education in Mathematics, as well
repeat CSE or Ordinary Level or both,

With the limited space available, I wil ‘nqt attempt to explain the difference
between Pure Mathematics, Applied Mat matics or Statistics but suggest
instead that you contact a member of/the Mathematics Department who will
explain the various breakdowns of e subject. ’

Before starting an Advanced Leyel course in Mathematics, it is desirable
to have '0' Level (or its CSEKF equivalent). -

The Computer Science Courge is studied as a link course with fhg Nene
College where you can mgke use of the computers in the St. Georgé{g Avenue
building, as well as uging our own microcomputer. \\\

I. de C. GREAVES
Head of Mathematics

Question What qualifications are needed to be admitted to
the Sixth Form

Answer No qualifications are needed to enter the Sixth
Form as such, but Heads of Departments will have
to approve admittance to "A'" Level courses in
their subject. There must also be evidence that
you will benefit from a Sixth Form course (one
year or two years) and are prepared to work hard
at it.
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fhe 'A' Level London Uni}ersity Syblabus is studied. Two of the six \

C
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PHYSICS

'A' Level Physics is a two year course which demands
dedication per week. Two of these periods are used
student in developing further manipulative skills
observation; the remaining four are for theory.
on this course should not take it lightly - it
standards of the staff involved are high.

'ix periods of
0 assist the
nd powers of
Those who embark
5 searching and the

Students may enter *BL_Level Electronics ay the end of the Lower Sixth
Year. The contents of is cours: overl;pfwith the equivalent section
of the main 'A' Level and™sp litile extrd work is entailed. It

must be emphasised that studénts who ta¥e this option must in no way
forego the demands made upon th for £he "A" Level.

Career wise 'A' Level Physics is anexcellent qualification for almost
any profession. It is necessary fdr dical courses and all branches of
Engineering. There is also, at esent, shortage of qualified Physics
teachers and students consideri z a teacﬂ?hg%career would be advised to
bear this in mind. / "

The course in many respects develops the knowledge learned and skills
developed in the 4th and h forms. Prospective students are expected to
have gained at least Grade B in the 'O’ Level Physicsfexamination; in
certain cases Grade C ié acceptable. Further a rass in '0O' Level

Mathematics is essent *
C. SAINT

Acting Head of Physics

N \___//L//\m —

g BIOLOGY

/eriodg a week are allocated to practical work which involves microscopy,
iological drawings, animal and plant physiology experiments, &imple

genetic experiments, ecology and a small number of dissections. The practic

¢ourse work is assessed and this contributes to the final examination grade.

~in theory, topics include the histology and physiology of a mammal and
flowering plant, evolution, behaviour, a variety of living organisms etc.

The examination consists of three papers, two of which are written and the
third is a compulsory three hour practical,

The course is very full and interesting and no one should undertake it
without being prepared to work hard. Past students have entered Dentistry,
Medicine, Nursing, Public Health, Hospital laboratory work, Teaching etc.

M. A, CROOK

e -\///’g—hﬁﬁ\‘\\mH’_,rﬂEang\yead of Science

< — /—— e
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CHEMISTRY

C Sas—oalk
In recent years, Chemistry in schools has changed radically. Less importance
is now placed on the pure retention of facts and more on the application of
principles. This is particularly trug¢/of 'A’ Level Chemistry. Although
Chemistry is an integrated subject and no part can be separated from the
remainder, for the purpose of timetabling, the course is broadly organised

into four tions, viz.
™
.
a) Chemical Principles: Theorefical and Structural Chemistry.
b) A comparison df‘the Chemis¥ry of the more common elements.
¢) Carbon chemistry. (previoyély known as organic Chemistry) including
some simple biochemistr

d) Practical Chemistr§k.

Approximately 2 hou s\ber week is spent on practical chemistry based
on a series of ex rimeﬁtg designed to develop manipulative techniques,
accuracy, observation, deagction and the ability to design
experiments. N
\h
Pupils who progrgss well on theseﬁhxperiments may have the opportunity of
using some of tHe more sophisticateh\:echniques.

The course is/ not easy - no 'A' Level ospurse can be, but students usually
respond well/ to the challenge and find at the further into the course they
go, the morg interesting it becomes.

The main abilities needed for success in 'A' Level Chemistry (apart from
hard work) are a reasonable grade at '0O' Level, a modicum of practical
ability and a desire to "find out why'.

D. SPENCE

Yo ShpOnss.

Head of Chemistry

AN .%@U\UL,

Question : If I start a S8ixth Fcrm course, do I have to complete it?
Answer: No, pupils who are above the gghoo aving age (i.e. aged
% Egho§i”aLeah§ﬁkf@e.

12) efore lsﬁggegtgmbgr, 1982) .may leav
RoweVe s sdgﬁ al)step would not be taken

without consulting us. In some cases, we would ourselves
advise a young person to leave school before the course
ends in order to seize a particular job opportunity or
because it seems unlikely that he or she will benefit
from the course being followed.
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MODERN LANGUAGES

We offer courses at GCE 'A' Level in French and German.

The course for French is at Triwnity alcne, whilst the German course
takes place under the town's Upper School co-operative arrangements.
Those entering these courses ar: expected to have achieved 'O’

Level standard.

The work is in two main areas:-

a) Language wor continuing and devg¢loping that done in
earlier years understanding bo the written and spoken
language, and praducing both or and written language.
The student has to\be able to yead in the foreign language
texts from newspapei articles/to literary works, to discuss
topics of general infh;est t@g young people or matters concerning
life in the foreign cqﬁqtry, and to write essays in the language
on these. The skill of %;nnslation of relatively difficult
passages of modern Engl?ﬁﬂ‘into the foreign language is also
developed. / \\\\

b) Literature -~ the stuqéht is encguraged to read a number of
books in the foreign language. the examination he or she
is required to wrife-an essay in lish on each of about four
books which have Peen studied in detail. As far as possible,
we try to choose/modern plays and novéls from the list of set
texts.

Those taking Modern Languages at 'A' Level might be aiming at a
degree course a/ a university or polytechnic (not necessarily as
language specidlists, although there are increasingly courses
available combining languages with other studies). A language
can also be a useful qualification for some posts in commerce
and business, and German in particular may be an advantage to
Science and Engineering students.

Question: How many subjects must I take? j&xﬁ§%é3§§t(3

Angwer: The normal 'A' Level course consists of three
subjects taken for 5/6 periods per week. In some
cases only two 'A' Level subjects may be taken.
Students not aiming at 'A' Level will be
expected to take 5 subjects for 3 hours each.
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The two year course in English in the 6th Form is designed for those students
whoe have either achieved high standards of attainment in the 'O' Level
English Language and Literature examinations, or those who show a natural
flair and appreciation of English Literature.

>

The course leads to the A.E.B. 'A' Level examination in English Literature.
It is almost entirely\a literature course and is planned in the following way:

6 Lower - 5 penriods a week ;
6 Upper - 5 periods a week -
“
In 6th Lower, students are intrtoduced to the Chaucer sgt-text(s) and the

main Shakespeare set-text. In'hgdition gencral work Aill start on:

PR . \
Y

The History of the Novel " -

The History of English Drdya # -

19th and 20th Century Poetry P
a \\

These general themes will eventually leyd t¢” work on four modern set books
(prose, poetry and drama) which will be'qo pleted in 6 Upper.

The work of 6 Upper includes the study h second Shakespeare text, the
completion of the work on Chaucer and e éﬁntinuation of the course-work
on the four modern set-books. In addytion, practice is given in practical
criticism in literature, which incl ;
and 18th/19th Century prose. /
It must be stressed that candidafés who think to.find an easy third option
for their 'A' Level course by choosing English in' the 6th Form will be
disappointed. The argument ig sometimes used that. English ought to be

easy as it is our own language. This argument cannot be applied to an
English Literature course, even if it; could be to a Language course. An
interest in reading, literary matters and the Arts generally is what we
expect to find in a potential 'A' Level English candidate. We have many
such in our present 6th Form; I am sure we shall discover and welcome many
more in the future.

The CEE course will be continued in September 1980 for those new members

of 6 Lower who aFtain suitable qualifications in their English CSE examination
in June. This course will consist of a series of options containing

elements of both language and literature, writing about T.V., the theatre

and the mass media and will include several visits to theatres and places

of literary interest. The 6th Formers on this course in 1981-82 have

found the work both unusual and stimulating.

J. E. BREWER

HSSQQ%f£§§§%§§§;rN

\
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COMMUNICATIONS ('A' LEVEL)

This is a two year 'A' Level course in a subjec recognised by various universities
and polytechnics arouird_the country. Essentially Communications takes on the
analysis of all forms of rbal, the spoken word, the written
word and the image. Thus a udent can expgct to be involved in the study of
interpersonal communication (e. .'body lapfuage'), forms of narrative and the

mass media (T.V., film and the préhq), ne third of the examination assessment

is practical so students will work oﬁ‘hvotography, video-programme making and

film making. o

at studentsxw;jh an interest in English, Art,
y we are looking“ﬁQr the sort of student who is
'involved' in the subjéet.

The course is aimed particularl

Drama or Sociology but basic

prepared to become activel
~ s \\.

A. TILLEY™,

kw@&ﬂ

FILM STUDIES ('O' LEVEL)

Film Studies has been accepted as an examinable subject over the past
five years and is now offered as a new O/A Level in keeping with the
general trend of Sixth Form development in the country.

The A.E.B. offer a Mode 3 course in Film Studies wiich involve
course assessment (a folio as in CSE English) and/a written examination
at the end of one year. Areas of study are as 1lows:

a) @enre e.g. The Western, The Crime Thrille , The Musical.
For 82/83 the genre study is likely to be the Horror Film 82/83.

b) The study of one director's work e.g/fFritz Lang, Alfred Hitchcock,
Sam Peckinpah, Luis Bunuel. The diZfector for 1982/83 will probably
be Don Sieger.

¢) An optional area ofxbgudy e.g. /The Star System of Hollywood. We will
study various stars (Meroe, edford, Brando and Eastwood).

.

ics of the film industry; how a film
tion of cinema circuits, administration
c.

d) Film as Product: The econy
is made, distributed, organi
pf a cinema, film advertising

The course involves primdrily the viewi and discussion of various feature
films and extracts with detailed written ollow-up work, so a good standard
of written and spoken English is expected. “However, Film is closely allied
to visual art so the¢ student who is interested in art would find the course
interesting and ch&lenging.

/
Students are expécted to take advantage of film club membership at the
Northampton College of Further Education in Booth Lane, which is held on
Tuesday evenings. Students automatically become affiliated to the NCFE
social club, when they join the Film Society.

A.TILLEY

AT s
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''''' AND ECONOMIC HIS

This course covers the period from ¢l1750 to 1960 and sets out to build f
on the knowledge already acquired through the CSE and GCE "0O" Level ‘
courses, though the emphasis at "A" Level falls rather less on the narrative
description of the events of the pust and rather more on the understanding,

analysis and interpretation of those events. .

Reading is the essential foundation of the 6th Form study of History and
this involves a complete commitment to reading deeply, widely, freely and
selectively; much guidance is given by the staff in this direction and the
department has its own small but well-stocked cupboard to which all 6th
Form students of the subject have completely free access.

The syllabus is covered through class discussion, essays, supplementary
notes, studies based on the investigation of original documents,
biographical accounts and occasionally more substantial papers based either
on specialist topics or field studies. Use is also made of discussion tapes
and pre-recorded audio visual materials.

In the final examination, questions may be set on particular aspects of

the economy, such as industry and frade; the determinants of economic growth
in general such as population changes; and the development of social and
economic institutions such as Trade Unions and Welfare State. Thus, there
are close links between this subject and economics and sociology, since it
will be assumed that students will have at least an elementary understanding
of these basic concepts of economic and sociological theory which they have
met in their reading, though a formal training in neither economics nor
sociology is essential. Some knowledge of statistical techniques could also
be an advantage.

A. G. FROST -

/\/’\/ \ e S s
\/\/’W/ ----- N
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GEOGRAPHY

The syllabus followed is that set for the London University "A" Level
examination.

The syllabus includes six principal aregs of study:-

Hydrology, Meteorology an Climatology
e Geomorphology

Biogeography

Population

Economic Activities

Settlement

The study of large contingﬁtal areas region by region is not g significant
aspect of this course, bdt a study. of some regions is included drawn from

all over the world. .~

e g
In all sections the@e can be more emphasis on practising skills and
techniques in aqgﬁiring and recording information than in the past, and
pupils will Qg/éxpected by the examiners to have studied the geomorphology
of an area in detail. Although the annual residential fieldcourses will
continue to be an essential and desirable feature_of the Sixth Form Geography
course, it is not likely that such a course will be organised in 1982-83 for
reasons of economy. N

M. P.{JOY
My ay
Head of Geog¥apHy
1

Question: Are "A" Levels any good if I decide against going on to
Higher Education?

Answer: Any attempt to forecast employment opportunities for
post 'A' Level students is doomed to be as inaccurate
in the long term as any other kind of prediction. But
what can be said with confidence is if you are leaving
school with a good range of '0' levels after one year
in the sixth form or between one and three 'A' Level
passes at the age of eighteen, you almost certainly are
in a better position to look forward to security of
employment than younger school leavers.
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ECONOMICS

All of :;\hre concerned with the subgect/of Economics as we all have to make
decisions whrch are economic in natureh/ We have to decide how we are going to
spend the money- Wwe have and how we are going to use our time. This involves
making a choice. - - It may be a cho1c¢ on a small scale - a8 choice between a
paperback book or . record but on{a much larger scale the country also has to
make decisions about" what is g01ng to be produced and how it is going to be
produced. This questlon about “the use of scarce resources is the basis of

Economics. BN )
vym

We all read and hear abogt the kinds of questions involved in Economics:
why are some countries Kétter off than others? What is really meant by
such terms as 1nf1at;ﬁh a budget surplus, a balance of payments deficit
or a falling exchangé rate? These are just a few of the subjects studied
at "A" Level. '

It is interest¥ng because it deals with topics which affect all of us and
is constantly changing. Economics can be Yery useful in a wide range of
careers and can be studied in combination with either Arts or Science
subjects.

FAMILY ECONOMICS

This is a new amination course designed for those who are staying for one
year in the Sixth rm, It is very much copcerned with the topics which
are relevant to every day adult life angd“includes some basic economic
ideas. The four main™ -areas of studyrgre -

. -
o,

.v/

icludes such things as renting,
s and consumer protection.

(1) Allocating resourcegg— this

buying houses, costs, "pri
(2) Banking and Finance - né;uding different kinds of bank accounts
and services.

(3) The Industrial d Employment covering careers and wages.

(4) Taxation a Benefits for the Iﬁdividual.

The examination consists of a written exam1nat1on paper and a continuous

assessment section. \
Y

Miss E. HALE

YW € Nale .

Head of Economics and Business Studies
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BUSINESS STUDIES .|

The Department of Business Studies offers one year and two year courses

as an opportunity to obtain a backsround vorking knowledge, basic training
and some qualifications, before embarking on a areer in the business world,
or possibly transferring to a College of Educg£§;n in order to train as a
teacher of Business Studies, which means thay’these courses are equally
suitable for boys and™girls.

Shorthand, Typewriting (Copy'anq Audio), Office Practice, Communications
and Commerce are the main subjects of a/one-year course. Royal Society
of Arts examinations are taken in all @gf these subjects and there is an
examination in audio-typewriting.

4
’

In a two-year course, Business S;ﬁdies‘may be combined with one "A" Level
and/or additional "O'" Level subjgcts, and further more advanced Royal

Society of Arts examinations ape taken.

It is not necessary to have/attended any lessons in these subjects before
Joining the Sixth Form, though, of course, any elementary knowledge is
always useful.

(Note: Students usually obtain posts as Copy Typists, Audio Typists or

Junior Shorthand-Typists after one year, and more senior posts after a two

year course). ‘
Miss E. HALE )

Head of Econoﬁics and Business Studies

Question: Apart from academic qualifications, what qualities will
universities, colleges or employees look for in a
Sixth Former?

Answer: All the above will give weight to longstanding out-of-
class or out-of-school activities (Musical, Sporting,
Dramatic, Community Service), evidence of wide reading,
participation in Sixth Form activities, interest in world affairs,
originality expressed in unusual interest and good spoken
and written English.
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to study society in a way that avoids haphaiard ideas and opinions. It wants
to go beyond 'common sense" views.of the world and reach more accurate and N
relevant judgments. Only through these kinds of judgments can society hope (f

Sociology is one of the Tsocial scie «'"" and this means that it attempts \Zr_

to overcome its many problems. .
The Sixth Form course is divided into two parts, the first year course )
looks mainly at modern Britain and covers areas like the family, the oducational

system, religion and many others. At the end of the*first year students will .
be able to take the "O'" Level Socid&ogy examination, if they have not already

done so. TO" lewsel Q;m:.eci«%xi

In the second year students will be prepared for the "A" Level examination
if they so wish. This includes going more deeply into the topics covered
in the first year plus also a much longer look at the issues of social
theory el
LMM\:\ . :

New entrants to the Sixth Form can then look at Sociology as offering

two opportunities,one, to pick up an extra "0" Level and two, two work
towards an "A" Level.

‘§ggig;ggy fits in well with many careers, particularly those dealing with

people e.g. social work, teaching, nursing. As a subject it fits im with

other social sciences such as Economics, History, Geography and also with
e

Statistics. %

No previous knowledge of Sociology is needed but to be successful you

»\\Pust have quite a good standard of written English.~
\/\\/\(f\\f‘“ﬂk f\f B
A y\\ ST

Question: What do I do when I have no lesson?

Answer: One important objective of Sixth Form education is to train
students to make proper use of free time. Sixth Formers
have free access to the library, unused classrooms
and the Common Room throughout the day up to 5 p.m.
(later by arrangement). A number of Sixth Formers devote .
some free time to helping with slow learners, partially hearing
children and ethnic minority groups in and out of the
clagsroom. This has proved beneficial to both sides.
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Question: Can my parents obtain financial help to enable me to stay on
at school?

Answer: They can continue t» claim Family Allowance and Sixth Form
: students can help themselves by obtaining Saturday or holiday
Jobs. The school Fis no objection to this provided that study
is not interfered with.

SACa cayLMLcmst\IUU\ww
PHYSICAL EDUCATION

Although at the m ment there are no single Physi Edu;;;;:;\l\
periods timetable \for the Sixth Form , stu ts are encouragsg)
at all times to make use of the facilities~available, such as
the playing fields, gvmnasium, hall qu’éwimming pool by
arrangement with the senior Physipal Education staff:y“’//

el

"""""" R. GDLDSWAIN

: AN
Acting Head of sical Education

Lkﬁwékhgkm Efl e o f wiag
estion: 1If I go _into Hléﬁér Education do I get a grant?
NS g;gmo}.
Ans;%ge’ > For degrées and subjects which need one or two "A" Levels

"Yes", but based on your parents' income. Mr.
Williams is able to provide information about the

availability of these awards.
O S
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ART AND CRAFT

Candidates taking Art and Craft in the Sixth Form study for the London
University 'A' Level Certificate of Education in Art. This is usually done
after having studied '0' Level Art in the 5th Year. For the main paper,

a subject is selected from a list of ten including Sculpture and Pottery,
Print Making, Commercial Design, Drawing and Painting. Pupils are given 15
hours, usually taken over three days, to complete their paper. The
subsidiary—paper is of 3 hours duration and is Xargely intended to test the
candidate's draughtsmanship although it is also possible to offer a written
paper on the History of Art as an alternatiye.

: . /
Pupils are expected to take an interest 4n all aspects of this subject
- therefore work in the first year of tbé'course includes a variety of subjects
including practical work on stage sgénery if required. In the 2nd year of
the course pupils concentrate on the two subjects they wish to offer for
examination. The Certificate 14 a valuable qualification for those wishing to

pursue this subject for a ca;éér. It is a demanding course calling for a
good deal of private reiii;dh and study.

\
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It is also possible for,a Sixth Form pupil who has not had a previous
oopportunity, to study for an '0' Level qualf{ication in one year.
Furthermore, the subject offers the opportunity for non-examination pupils
. to build a sound fgundation for creative work in a variety of media and to
learn to apprecigte fine design in everyday life.

The Associated/ Examining Board for the General Certificate of Education
in the History of Art is also offered at Ordinary Level to pupils in the
Sixth Form who have a special interest in this subject. ‘

Miss M. M, SOLOMON
MR M e oven,
Acting 2 i/c Design Department

wuestion: How is my progress monitored in the Sixth Form?

Answer: The Head of Sixth Form and your Sixth Form Tutor will keep a
close watch on this. Full reports will be prepared on you in
March and July in the Lower Sixth. School examinations are
held in February and July in the first year; mock "A'" Levels
take place in February of the second year. Additionally
your progress is assessed two or three times a term by the
teaching staff who will gradeé you for punctuality/attendance
at lessons, classwork and homework. There are parents’
evenings in the Sixth Form of course and sixth formers are
welcome to attend these with their parents,
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MINORITY SUBJECTS COLLABORATIVE ARRANGEMENTS

From September 1981, the following "A" Level subjects have been available at
one or two schools (''centres") only in Northampton.

Music, Design, Graphics, Engineering Drawing, German, Spanish, Itdlian, Home

Economics, Religious Education, Communications,.Law.
e,

.

At the time of writing, the schools at wh}tn these subjects will be taught in 1982/83
have not been finally decided and will ;n any case vary from year to .year.

- A
All the above subjects will be tim9~tab1ed for Tuesday and Thursday: mornings -and
students from a number of dlffergnt schools will travel directly tQ_§§£ :ecentre on
these mornings returning to their own school at the end of the mession. Additional
travelling expenses will be id. Teachers from different schools will participate
in the teaching. ' Ct

G D
In" every respect>the students involved in these arrangements -remain full members

of their own school. Taking more than one of the above subjects will present
difficulties, but it may be possible to overcome them; Mr. Williams will .advise on
the possibilities,

© MUSIC*

Due to its special demands and restrictions Music "A" Level will only be .chosen

by students possessing a flair for iexploiting their individusl gifts and :tdlents
in a musical direction. Thus, the number of pupils selected to pursue "this course
will of necessity be few. J

Within Northampton there are two "A" Level courses oﬂxéred.
1. Practical "A" Level This course is based at one centre and involves ‘students

who are competent on two instruments who wgsh to make musical performance an
essential part of their life. //

The course will include:-

a) Studying performance techniques Iybm the various periods of musical history.
b) a working knowledge of the re rtoire gayerning the two instruments
studied by the student.

o,

M,
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c) achieving a personal stanptiard ot excellence in ﬁe;forming ability on

the chosen instruments.

It is envisaged that thls.courae‘will be run.by a strong team of two music
teachers supported by tgﬁ vigiting instrumental team. -

2. Traditional "A" Letel This coursemwill be based at two.centres,"an oflwhich
is Trinity, the ij;zﬁé work being divided amongst two specialist teachers. Students

wishing to pursue is course should have a working knowledge of at .least one
instrument.

The course wilf/include:

History of Music - including general music knowledge and the recognition of traditiona
forms and terms. :
Aural Training - the development of the perfect relationship between the brain and
the ear and increasing the recall power of the musical memory.
Sight reading and Improvisations.
Harmony and Counterpoint - learning to write music within a set pattern of rules and
disciplines. ‘
Set works - understanding and analysing the construction of pieces of music
chosen by examiners as part of the two ygars study.
b Moa ki no, 8- L. MEAKINS
*Under collaborative arrangements - sée above ~Head of Music
\
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HOME ECONOMICS*

This is a two year-course which is very relevant”to pupils' future lives. The
course is based on thé-study of the home, ips"ﬁanagement and the feeding of the
family in its broad context in society. Not only are future trends studied but
also historical aspects, Practical application of knowledge is seen to be
important and the examination incluggé practical and theoretical papers.

The course includes sections onwthebsocial service, management of family
finance and consumer studies.” The nutritional side of food is investigated
and pupils will conduct scientific experiments as well as developing their
cookery skills. - b

.,
&Y

rd \
Pupils will need a background knowledge of chemistry and home economics to
'0' Level standard as foundations to this syllabus.

\_:Q
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DESIGN*

Practical subjects have changed greatly in recent years. A1l "O" and "A"
Level courses now adopt the problem solving approach to craftwork, and are
available to students who (wish to develop the knowiedge and skills they have
acquired in the main schoo /

a course that encourages the use
and glass. The "A" Level courses aJ
standard of attainment at "O" Level or t
require a sound knowledge of graphics?
elements.

equivalent at CSE), and courses
xamination assessment involve four

A written paper - to te the ;::hgnt‘s theoretical knowledge

A design paper - the udent is réﬁpired to solve a design problem

3. Realisation on design- the/student is reqﬁired to make the article designed
iy section 2. E

continuous assessment of the student's work during

o

4. Coursework -

GRAPHICS*

"O" or "A" Level coursés are available to students who have successfully complet
a graphics course in the main school. Engineering Drawing covers work in plane
geometry, solid geometry and machine drawing, whilst Graphic Communication cours
involve the wider use of drawing as a means of communicating ideas and concepts.
Examination assessment of the Graphic Communication course also includes the
student's coursework. A knowledge of, and experience in, Design work is an
advantage.

J. DAWKINS
& Boufeons
Head of

esign Departmeht

* Under collaborative arrangemefits - see Page 17
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LIFE IN THE SIXTH - FROM WITHIN

When we joined the Sixth Form we took on many responsibilities as part of
every day life. The greatest responsibility is our own work, as it is
left entirely to the individual to make up his or her mind to work hard,
and although the staff are here to help and encourage us, they cannot be
with us all the time.

It is essential that, before entering the Sixth Form, pupils decide what
they hope to achieve during the course. They must be determined and put
every effort into all they do, otherwise it is time wasted.

In addition to academic work there are duties to be performed which help

with the efficient running of the school. These include break duties

as well as office duties for the Lower Sixth. 1In accepting these responsibiliti
we have a greater contact with main school pupils and we endeavour to exert

some good influence through friendly relationships.

The Sixth Form has its own committee, headed by a Chairman and Vice~Chairman

who are elected by the Sixth Form themselves. The Chairman and Vice-~Chairman
then elect the committee from those who are nominated. The role of the
Committee is to organise social activities for the students and to help with the
running of the Sixth Form.

In the Sixth, students are expected to behave as mature, responsible adults

and set an example to others. 1In return for this we all receive many privileges
such as the use of the common room, coffee-~bar, record-player as well as
enjoying a friendlier atmbsiphere between the staff and ourselves, There is an
opportunity to help teach the less able pupils of the school, which we feel

is a privilege in itself.”

Although some of us may not continue into Higher Education after the Sixth
Form, we do feel that the benefits, experience and qualifications gained

during our time in the Sixth Form will be a great advantage to us in our future
lives.

We do recommend the life .and hope you will join us.
MICHAEL BEASLEY (Chairman)
KAY GRIMES (Vice-Chairman)

Sixth Form Committee
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HOW CAN I REVISE?

I simply must revise this week,

Decent qualifications I must seek.

But how can I dive into a vast book stack,
Without a thousand memories flooding back?

These two years have given so much,
To me the person and scholar as such.
The tears well up, as revision brings
Memories of so many things.

I just can't say what I really want to,
Words to describe it are oh so few.

My mind becomes a jumble of days,

When life was good in 80 many ways.

On reflection, even the bad seems good,

I'd even do the homework again if I could.

If I had access to the clock of life,

It would go back two years qgg‘end the strife.

There's been so much fun and so;mgny friends,
So much to laugh at, so0 much to commend.
Every day a memory of its own,

Something to smile at on the brief walk home.

I should be happy, but it's driving me mad,
The happy days just make me sad.

It will all be over in nine weeks or ten,
Will things ever be as good again?

I'm sure the teachers aren't that sad,
Must have been days when I drove them mad,
Thanks to all, every lass and lad,

For the best two years I've ever had.

'A Sixth Former!
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