Many rather conservative people laugh at seemingly modern
fashions. But, really, they are not as new as they appear—a
glimpse into any costume book will reveal this. Last season’s
vogue, for example, was the “ Empire Line.” This style made its
first appearance in the Regency era (1800-1820) and it is interesting
to note that this particular trend was originally dictated, even then,
by Paris, and women were becoming increasingly interested in
French styles because of the growing popularity of fashion plates
and magazines. Another object for ridicule, nowadays, especially
with the male section of the population, is the latest trend in women’s
hats. But these are very much like those worn by women at the
time of George 1IT. Their * mob ™ caps very closely resemble the
“ cloche ” hats of today. Another recently-revived fashion which
is strikingly similar to that of a former century is the * puff”
sleeve, with the emphasis on the wide shoulder. These were known
as “leg of mutton ™ sleeves and reached the peak of exaggeration
in 1895. During the fifteenth century, women favoured the raised
hemline in front; this was also shown very prominently last season
in evening dresses. More noticeable in the past year is the return
to styles first adopted in the 1920’s; the main characteristics of
this decade were the short skirt, a loose, unfitted line, pointed-
toed shoes and large, toque hats.

Changes in fashion are very closely linked with history because
clothes have to be adapted to the circumstances in which they are
to be worn. Many fashions of the past have been inspired by the
appearance of new objects, buildings and inventions. For example,
the top hat first appeared at the time of the industrial revolution
when factories were erected and tall chimneys were a very common-
place scene. The cone-shaped hat, called the Hennin, worn by the
wealthy women of the mid-fifteenth century, originally came from
France and was probably inspired by a church steeple.

Political situations have often influenced fashions: during wars,
clothes have always tended to become rather dull and the appear-
ance of women’s clothes is very often more masculine and un-
interesting. But, immediately after a war, clothes brighten up
very noticeably.

Today, our fashions are dictated mainly by the Paris cou-
turiers and some London houses. But, in the early days of fashion,
the current styles were set by the reigning monarch, and the aristoc-
racy. Perhaps it can be said that men and women used to be more
fashion-conscious than they are now; at any rate, they had a great
flair for colour and decoration in their clothes. Once a fashion
had become *‘ news,” everyone adapted it to suit his or her pur-
poses; for example, when the crinoline became fashionable, every
woman wore it—from the most elegant lady of the aristocracy to
the ordinary charwoman. Admittedly, people had more time in
which to follow the fashions, and styles didn’t change drastically
every season as they do now. But women today have the advantage
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over their predecessors with * ready-to-wear * and * Ooff-the-peg
fashions easily available to everyone through chain stores and
various schemes,

But fashion, and (he meaning it had for people when they first
realised it existed, cannot really be compared with the significance
they have today because women wore more or Jegs the same style
for all kinds of activities, whether they happened to be riding, walk-
ing, or just staying indoors; whereas now we wear different clothes
according to the activities we are engaged in. Moreover, the

SUSAN SEwARD (C5).

TECH. TALK AND RACECOURSE RUMOURS
by Hambone

RECENTLY returned to the town is one of Northampton’s
greatest sons: Col. Washingto_n J. Sciver, who_, in common with

Soon got the boot. He served in the Lower Pigswill Infantry,
being stationed in Antartica with three other untrainables. [n hig
palatial residence in Smog Street, he told me of the encounters he
had fought against the Penguins, « Yes,” he said, * they even had
the Penguins fighting for them. Damn clever, those Boers §2
At this point, [ terminated the interview.

Remembering the Ground Nuts Scheme which was proposed
a few years back, the Editor suggested to one of oyr young reporters
that he should £0 to East Africa and write an article entitled “ Nygs *
Which was what he said, too.

Another of our reporters has just returned from seeking
information about the space-ship which was supposed to have
landed in a field three miles west of Brixworth. Our reporter
pushed his bicycle seven miles up a muddy cart track, was shot at
by an énraged farmer, chased into a duck-pond by a dog, and
Spent twenty-four hours under a haystack in the pouring rain, after
which he found the rumour was entirely unfounded. We regret
We cannot print his report,

With the advent of the 1959 Cricket Season, I am reminded of

year’s controversy over the best Way to brighten cricket. Many
people feel the hours of play should be extended, but no-one has
thought of the poor player. | went, therefore, to Sloshire, and
asked the captain, Nat Howt, for his opinion. After a few seconds
ruminating, he Suggested: (a) not more than one player from each
side on the field at once; (b) opening time to coincide with the hours
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of play allowing players of each team to be usefully employed
propping up the bar. The famous opening bat, Fred Bashem,
suggested the fielding side should consist of one man, and the
batting side of eleven, the bats being wider, and one stump used.
Alphonse “ Docile ™ Bumber, England’s fast bowler, suggested
that batsmen be abolished.

Following many requests, we have now opened an Advice
Bureau. In a recipe I sent out to several correspondents, | said:
“ Add a little strychnine.” This should have read * saccharine.”
I must thank the relatives of the correspondents for pointing out
my error.

T. A. J. CockeriLL (U6 Modern).

SHAKESPEARE'S GHOST

SHAKESPEARE has haunted generations of schoolboys. The
Editors have discovered that our own school has been honoured
by a recent visit from Shakespeare’s ghost. Some of his comments
on the School are printed below:

The Chemistry Lab:
* a foul and pestilent congregation of vapours.” (Hamlet).

Pell:
“ Why, man, he doth bestride the narrow world
Like a Colossus; and we petty men
Walk under his huge legs, and peep about -
To find ourselves dishonourable graves.” (Julius Ci aesar).

The Tuck Shop queue:
“if you give way,
Or edge aside from the direct forthright,
Like to an enter’d tide, they all rush by,
And leave you hindmost.”  (Troilus and Cressida).

Answers in class:
“ You blocks, you stones, you worse than senseless things.”
(Julius Caesar).

“ Most ignorant of what he’s most assured.”
(Measure for Measure).

School dinner:
* Poison be their drink !
Gall, worse than gall, the daintiest meat they taste !

(Henry VI).

“ Unquiet meals make ill digestions.”
(Comedy of Errors).

“ With eager feeding food doth choke the feeder.”
(Richard IT).
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Baker:
*“ A snapper-up of unconsidered trifles.”
(Winter’s Tale).

A text-book:
" Was ever book containing such vile matter
So fairly bound ? > (Romeo and Juliet).

The exam-room:

** Write till your ink be dry; and with your tears
Moist it again.” (Two Gentlemen of Verona).

The Jazz Club.
" Their music frightful as the serpent’s hiss |
And boding screech-owls make their concerts full !>
(Henry VI).
A pupil’s report:
" Here are a few of the unpleasant’st words
That ever blotted paper.” (Merchant of Venice).

A goal for the Staff in the hockey match:
* Such a noise arose
As the shrouds make at sea in a stiff tempest,
As loud and to as many tunes—hats, cloaks,
Doublets, I think flew up; and had their faces
Been loose, this day they had been lost.”

(Henry VIII).

R.LP.

SEVERAL illuminating documents have come to light during

excavations on the site of the ancient Art Prefab.  Obviously,
this monumental structure was of great antiquity, and its demolition
marks the end of a rich and colourful history.

The translated documents reveal something of the hitherto
secret past of the N.T.H.S.

500 B.C. The discovery of fire by a first-former.

SA.D. Girl scalped and crushed to death in Tuck Shop
queue.

324 Boy told to stop propping up wall. He did. Sixty-
six deaths,

850 School invaded by screaming hordes of woad-painted
Welshmen. Their descendants remain.

1125 Science master burned at the stake for dabbling in
the * Forbidden Art.”
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1290

1400

1450

1588
1700

1745

1800
1915
1939

1953

1958

1959

Giant tadpole emerged from pool and devoured
majority of first-year pupils.

Fourth-year boy told Geography master that Earth
is round. Geography master committed suicide.
State funeral.

Plague struck. Mass grave under the School
canteen.

Part of the Armada marooned in Fish Pond.

New School building completed in record time (100
years only).

School Staff revolts against dreaded Head Boy
Burnham.

Mad midnight Ludo party on playing fields.

School railings removed in economy drive.

Sixth Form accused of ememy sympathies. Held
in Tower of London before execution.

Science Staff put School cat into orbit around Tower
block.

Fire Brigade called to remove birds’ nests from the
ventilation holes in the Tower block.

County scholar arrested for displaying banner:
“Hands off Brixworth.”
ANON.

Sisson §mParker

CONTRACTORS FOR SCHOOL SUPPLIES

WHEELER GATE, NOTTINGHAM

BOOKS FOR PRIZES
TEXT BOOKS
SCHOOL STATIONERY
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Dareers =

H.M.S. Torquay

Let the ROYAL NAVY train you
in one of its many Branches—

SEAMAN . ENGINEERING - ELECTRICAL & RADIO
SUPPLY & SECRETARIAT . COMMUNICATION
RATINGS . NAVAL AIRMAN (ground duties) - ROYAL
MARINES . Ages forentry 15 to 28 years.

Girls between 17} and 28 years can apply for entry in the
WOMFN'S ROYAL NAVAL SERVICE There are many Branches
from which to choose «+ Good pay whilst training which
increases considerably as one becomes more eflicicnt.

Fully illustrated literature on application to

DIRECTOR OF NAVAL RECRUITING (165/59),
ADMIRALTY, LONDON

KT SR O A A e B R R N T S S B e A .
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Everything for the Motorist

NEW CARS OF ALL MAKES 30-40 GUARANTEED USED CARS
OVERHAULS AND SERVICING
COACHWORK . REPAIRS AND SPRAYING
SELF-DRIVE HIRE FLEET

Official Agents for:-
MORRIS WOLSELEY M.G. MORRIS-COMMERCIAL

BILLLING ROAD GARAGE - NORTHAMPTON
PHONE 2932 (2 lines)

R. S SAVAGE & SONS

PICTURES AND PICTURE FRAMING
ARTISTS' MATERIALS

DRAWING INSTRUMENTS

BOOKS FOR LEISURE AND STUDY
EDUCATIONAL STATIONERY
STATIONERY FOR THE HOME

LOOIE LEAF BOOKS AND REFILLS
GREETING CARDS FOR ALL OCCASIONS

*
99, 101 & 105 KETTERING ROAD

41 ST. GILES” STREET

Phone 1583 WORKS : 22 STOCKLEY STREET Estab. 1905

NORTHAMPTON
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@9 WHEN YOU ARE

7
<\ AN orp Boy
‘ don’t forget, we can helo you with your {
GARDENING
PROBLEMS
KINGSTHORPE HOLLOW
NORTHAMPTON
Qf ((':__%l;:l E&elé :) ['0: Telephone 5282-3 4

......................................

VISIT .

cﬂ =P
g ard
NEPTUNE
CAFE & RESTAURANT
7 Fish Street, Northampton

Wholesale Confectionery enquiries invited

E. J. RICHARDSON for CAKES

also Mobile Shop, Market Place, 54 Wellingborough Road,
145 Kettering Road and 111 Stimpson Avenue
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FAMED fr GOOD WATCHES

since 1868

LONGINES ROLEX
OMEGA CYMA
ZENITH AVIA
MOVADO *

KNIGHT & SON

2 MERCERS ROW
Telephone 702

s -

eXPRESs

REG? TRADE MARK

e A

LIFTS ARE A NECESSITY NOWADAYS

) We require the best engineers, technicians and craftsmen to design,
% manufacture and maintain our high class equipment. Although we

cannot take any more apprentices this year we will have limited
vacancies in 1960 for these applicants who prove to be well above
average.

Our apprenticeship scheme shares all the facilities offered by our
parent company (The General Electric Co. .Ltd.) including scholar-
ships to Universities. Another source of opportunity is the Diploma

A it ™

y of Technology Course, inaugurated by the G.E.C. This course is
a now being widely used throughout the country.

THE EXPRESS LIFT COMPANY LIMITED

(Controlled by The General Electric Co. Lid.)
ABBEY WORKS - WEEDON ROAD - NORTHAMPTON

LB e

e
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NORTHAMPTON AND DISTRICT HOSPITALS GUILD

2d s PER WEEK

PROVIDES

Cash Grant of 28/- per week whilst in Hospital
Two Weeks Convalescent Treatment and Return
Railway Fare

Maternity Grant

Optical and Surgical Appliance Grants

Domestic Help Grant

Spa and Brine Bath Treatment

Assistance toward Invalid Equipment

FULL PARTICULARS may be obtained upon application to

NORTHAMPTON AND DISTRICT HOSPITALS GUILD
73 ST. GILES' STREET, NORTHAMPTON

Telephone Northampton 3283

H. G. JOHMNSON
F. J. GRAYSTONE

Distinclive

Cfg) : LOVED-WORDS
QUICYNNY /! 11CH-LIFT-THE
SOULWITH-WINGS

WORDS
THAT-ARE-WINLOWS

TO-ETERNAL

THINGS

GUILDHALL PRESS
ST. KATHARINES STREET
NORTHAMPTON - TEL. 2135

Inscription in St. Marylebone Public Library
PRINTERS OF THIS MAGAZINE
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OFFICE EQUIPMENT

BRANSON’S (Northants)

34 St. GILES’ STREET, NORTHAMPTON

ML Typewriters
STANDARD ° ELECTRIC ° PORTABLES

from £21 10 0

W. H. JOHNSON
SPORTS OUTFITTERS

for
THE BEST SELECTION OF
CRICKET EQUIPMENT
in Northamptonshire
We pay special attention to the
needs of Schools and our prices
are the keenest in the country.

WARSOP -RECORD
CRICKET BATS
Full Size - 47/]
Harrow * 42/8

Size 6 © 372
Size 5 - 34/9
Size 4 - 31/4

Special Terms to Schools
82 ABINGTON STREET
NORTHAMPTON
Telephone 1414

WATFORD AND DISTRICT

PEACE MEMORIAL
HOSPITAL NURSE TRAIN-
ING SCHOOL
WATFORD, HERTS.

(357 beds)

Applications are invited from
girls who wish to make nursing
their career. General Certificate
of Education desirable but not
essential. Three years’ training.
Three courses ayear. Age [8and
upwards. Training Grant: first
year £273; second year £284;
third £299, less £123 for board,
residence and uniform. Follow-
ing graduation the salary of a
Staff Nurse commences at £442,
rising to a maximum as a Ward
Sister of £646. Matron would be
pleased to discuss training with
parents and/or prospective stu-
dents, or to send a Brochure
upon application.

We ask our readers to thank the Advertisers

in this magazine by dealing with

them whenever possible




A greatdeal of experience and thought
have gone into the design and
making of our Schoolwear.

The result is a range of smart service-
able clothing unequalled in value.

OFFICIALLY APPOINTED
to OUTFITTERS

Northampton
Technical High
School for
Girls & Boys

Ask for price lists

NORTHAMPTON CO-OPERATIVE
SOCIETY LIMITED

Drapery, Tailoring and Outfitting departments
Abington Street



